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CLAIMS 



Objection 

1. Claim 9 is objected to under 37 USC 1 .175 because in claim 9, last line, "part" 
should be "port". 

In claim 12, what does "LCM" mean? 

Art Rejection 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1-2, 5, 6, 9-12, 16, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Collin (US 6148080). 

Regarding claim 1, Collin shows a hands-free speakerphone (col. 1, lines 8-17) 
comprising: 

A speaker element (3); 
A housing (19 in fig. 4b); 

At least one anti-sealing speaker port (i.e. 26) formed in the housing (19) to permit 



States. 



sound generated by the speaker element (3) to passed therethrough. 
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Regarding claim 13, Collin shows a hands-free speakerphone (col. 1, lines 8-17) 
comprising: 

A housing (19) having first housing part (front face 12) and a second housing portion 
(back face which is opposite to 12), 
A speaker element (3); 

At least one anti-sealing speaker port (i.e. 24 or 26) formed on a curved surface (side 
walls) of the housing (19), the curved surface of the housing possessing sufficient 
curvature to avoid a seal being formed between the speakerphone and the ear of a 
user; 

Sound produced by the speaker element (3) reaches the at least one speaker port (i.e. 
24 or 26) substantially indirectly. 

Regarding claims 2, 5, 6, 9-12, 16, Collin shows: 

The housing (19) having a curved outer surface (side walls) surrounding the at least one 

speaker port (see 24), curvature reduces the risk of sealing being formed between the 

speakerphone and the ear of a user; 

A plurality of speaker ports in spaced relationship (24, 26); 

The sound produced by the speaker (3) must be reflected off at least one interior 

surface (i.e. 22) to reach the speaker port (24, 26); 

An integral acoustic element (22, channels for 245, 26); 

The LCD (14) which reflects some sounds because it is closed mounted to the speaker 

(3). 
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4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3-4, 7-8, 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Collin in view of Fig. 1 (prior art of the present application). 
Regarding claims 3-4, 7-8, 14-15, Collin shows the speaker ports which are on the side 
walls (col. 2, lines 55-65), and the front and back portions. 

Collin differs from the claimed invention in that it does not explicitly show a parting line 
between the front and back portions. 

However, it is notorious well known that the front and back portions of the phone usually 
are detachable, and the parting line is the line formed between the front and back 
portions. This is shown by Fig. 1 of the present application, such as the parting line 125 
in Fig. 1. 

Therefore, if it is found that Collin has no parting line, then it would have been obvious 
for one skilled in the art to apply Collin's phone design in the phones shown by Fig. 1, 
because conventional phones usually have detachable front and back portions which 
forms the parting line. And according the positions of Collin's speaker ports (24, 26), 
these speaker ports are located proximate to the parting line or formed on an inner 
surface of the parting line. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jack Chiang whose telephone number is 703-305-4728. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 8:00 to 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar, can be reached on 703-305-4731. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ( 
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